
Hollybush Primary and Nursery School 

March/April 2024 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

This newsletter is intended to give you an overview of things that are happening here 

at the school in March and April, and to highlight important events and activities that 

are planned for the near future.  Please keep an eye on our app and Facebook page 

for other day-to-day events/information. 

 

First Confession:   

First Confession for Primary 4 pupils takes place today, March 13th at 

2.00 p.m. in Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.  Best of luck to the boys 

and girls! 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Assembly: 

Friday is La Glas, or Green Day, takes place on Friday, March 15th.  

Pupils will have a special celebration of the life of St. Patrick and of our 

cultural heritage in the form of song, dance, poetry and drama.  On 

Thursday, March 14th, the senior citizens from the Acorn Centre will be 

here to see a selection of the performances.  The school will be closed 

on Monday, March 18th, and will reopen at the normal time on Tuesday 19th. 

 

Nature/Gardening Club: 

Gardening Club, with Mrs Patricia Mc Cormack and Mr Friel, 

takes place on Thursday, March 14th at the usual time and will 

finish for the current Primary 5 group at Easter.  Primary 7 

pupils will be invited to attend for the third term.  The new poly 

tunnel has been worth its weight in gold during the inclement weather – lots of shoots 

peeping their heads out of pots at the minute! 

 

Lost Property: 

Just prior to Easter, any lost property will be displayed in the hall where it can be 

reclaimed.  There’s very little at the minute as most people are now writing pupil 

names on jumpers etc. 

 

 

 



Updating Office: 

If you learn during the school year that your child has developed a medical condition 

or allergy, or there is any change to the status of an existing medical condition/allergy, 

please inform the school office.  Please also inform the office if your contact details 

have changed. 

 

Gardening Project: 

Keep your eye out in the papers for photos of our official opening of the 

poly tunnel/gardening project. 

 

 

Foyle Schools’ Poetry Competition and Poets’ Corner: 

Once again, our pupils have had huge success in this competition.  

With over 1000 entries from schools across the Foyle area, we had 

a first place, Emma Swan, in Key Stage 2 and a second place, 

Maizie Ferguson, in Key Stage 1.  We also had twenty pupils who 

were highly commended!  Well done to our budding poets!  If any 

pupil writes a poem at home, he/she can have it displayed on Poets’ 

Corner, our board in the school foyer.  The poems on it currently 

are first class.  

 

Healthy Eating Policy: 

Over the last number of weeks, we have been working on a new 

approach to mid-morning break.  In the past, we asked that pupils have 

milk/water and fruit only.   That constitutes a healthy break, but the new 

policy permits a wider range of items, and the guidance which you will 

receive along with this newsletter is the latest guidance from the 

Education Authority.  Small adjustments may be made by teachers of the younger 

classes because of the mess that can arise by having some of the items listed, but, 

where this is the case, the teachers will be in touch with parents.  The new policy 

comes into effect after the Easter break.  Please remember that we are a nut free 

school, and this includes spreads which contain nuts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After-School Activities: 

The Primary 6 literacy/numeracy class has now begun.  This takes place every 

Monday from 3.00 – 4.00 p.m. 

 

 Easter Draw: 

There are lots of lovely Easter prizes in our annual Easter Draw.  A huge 

thanks to those who have contributed so far.  We are hoping to do some 

work on outdoor play near the infant end of the school with the proceeds. 

 

 

Friends of Hollybush: 

We have had a very good response to the request for expressions of interest for the 

Friends of Hollybush.  We have a new constitution, and I will be in touch shortly with 

those who have expressed an interest in joining. 

 

Walk to School: 

Our next walk to school takes place on Friday, March 22nd.  

Anyone taking part is asked to meet at the Nearby shop in 

Culmore at about 8.10 a.m. The first group leaves at 8.15 a.m., 

taking the shore route and up the Ardan Road.  Refreshments 

for adults back at the school.  This year, we will be counting 

participants as we are keeping a record for SUSTRANS, the 

group which promotes walking/cycling to school.  

 

 

Primary 7 Retreat: 

On March 20th, the Primary 7 pupils will be having a Retreat at the Iosas 

Centre.  Details will be sent to P7 parents separately.  

 

 

Photographer: 

The school photographer will return to the school on Tuesday, March 

26th. On the previous week, a form will be available on the app for 

requesting photos.  Nursery, P1 and P7 whole class photos will be taken 

on that day, along with the mop-up photos from last week. 

 

 

 



RNLI: 

On Friday, April 12th the RNLI will be holding school assemblies on water safety.  This 

is a follow-up to the presentation which took place in the first term. 

 

Book Fair 2024: 

The Book Fair will take place from Monday, April 15th to Friday, April 

19th. Details closer to the time.  

 

 

Story-telling and Song: 

On Friday, April 19th, George Murphy will be here telling stories and playing music for 

all pupils.  This event is free of charge as it is a thank you to our pupils for their support 

of World Book Day and the annual Book Fair. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mr Friel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

               

 

   

 


