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Hollybush Primary and Nursery School 

November/December 2023 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

This newsletter is intended to give you an overview of things that are happening here 

at the school in the run up to Christmas, and to highlight important events and 

activities that are planned for the near future.  Please keep an eye on our app and 

Facebook page for other day-to-day events/information. 

 

Closure: 

Due to strike action, the school will be closed to all pupils on 

Thursday, November 16.  Please remember, school is also closed 

on Monday, December 4. 

 

 

Elf Parade and Christmas Lights Switch On: 

As most of you will know, the Christmas excitement begins this 

Friday with the Elf Parade and the switch on of the lights at the 

hub.  Our choir will be taking part in the parade, and then 

performing on-stage just before the big switch on.  Seven 

members of staff will be accompanying the choir in the parade, 

so elf and safety is covered (I’m going to keep using this dad 

joke until someone laughs).  Choir members should be at 

Grant’s car park, in elf costume, between 5.30 p.m. and 5.45 

p.m.  Further details are on the flyer which accompanies the 

costume.     

 

NSPCC: 

This week, all classes will be watching the online assemblies 

provided by NSPCC as part of their Speak Out. Stay Safe 

programme.  P3 and P6 pupils will also be having face to face 

workshops on Thursday, November 23 

 

Open Day: 

Open Day this year takes place on Thursday, December 7 from 9.30a.m. to 11.30 a.m.  

More details later, but lots of exciting things happening on that day! 
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Christmas Shows: 

This year’s Christmas Shows take place on Tuesday, December 12 

(P1 – 10.00 a.m. and P3 – 10.45 a.m.); and Wednesday, December 

13 (P2 – 10.00 a.m. and P4 – 10.45 a.m.).   

The Nursery p.m. class show takes place on Wednesday, 

December 13 at 1.15 p.m.; and the a.m. class show takes place on Thursday, 

December 14 at 9.45 a.m. 

 

P5-7 Carol Service: 

This year’s Carol Service takes place on Tuesday, December 19 

at 1.45 p.m.  

 

 

Mass for Our Deceased: 

The school Mass at which we remember and pray for our deceased 

friends, relations and members of the wider school community takes 

place on Wednesday, November 22.  Due to space restrictions, we can 

only accommodate pupils and staff at this Mass.  If you would like to 

have any deceased relative or friend prayed for, please write names on 

a sheet of paper, send in with your child, and these will be placed in our intentions box 

for inclusion at the Mass.   

 

Nature/Gardening Club: 

Gardening Club, with Mrs Patricia Mc Cormack, continues 

Thursday November 23.  The club will be opened up to P7 pupils 

on the following week.   

 

Christmas Appeal: 

A letter outlining this year’s Christmas Appeal has gone out on the app and on our 

Facebook page.  This year, we are focussing on supporting local families and our local 

care home residents.   

 

Irish Classes:   

Our P5-7 Irish classes began today, Wednesday November 15.  A huge go 

raibh mile maith agaibh to our volunteers who have so kindly agreed to give 

of their time and expertise. 
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Christmas Class Outings: 

Panto: P1 and 2 Monday December 18, P3 and 4 Tuesday December 19. 

Cinema:  P5-7 Wednesday December 20.  More details anon. 

 

Medical Register: 

We are currently updating the school’s medical register.  It is very important that the 

school is informed if your child develops a medical condition/allergy. This information 

is particularly important for canteen services. 

 

Gardening Project: 

The poly tunnel and gardening project is due to commence on 

the first week of December.  We’re delighted to be the pilot 

school in this exciting initiative. 

 

Poets’ Corner: 

The Poets’ Corner display board contains some outstanding pieces of 

writing.  There’s still a little bit of display room, so please remind your 

budding poets to have a go.  The website Pobble365 contains some good 

writing prompts, a different one for each day. 

 

Choir Christmas Performance: 

This year, our choir will be performing at the North West Cancer Centre and at 

Owenmor Care Home; details anon.  We would love to send them further afield, but 

the cost of buses has become prohibitive.   

 

P7 Literacy/Numeracy Club: 

The final P7 Literacy/Numeracy club takes place on Wednesday November 22.  I would 

like to thank our P7 teachers, Mr O’Connor and Mr McNulty for their dedication to the 

pupils in their care, and for volunteering their time on those days. 

 

Christmas Draw: 

Preparations for our annual Christmas Draw are now well underway.  

There are some fantastic prizes this year.  More details to follow.     

 

Kind regards 

Mr Friel 


